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PREFACE 


IE ſubject which I bave undertaken to 
diſcourje of, is very commonly treated in 
a ludicrous manner in converſation z the 
married ſtate ſeems to be very much 
* /lighted and undervalued by a great num- 
ber of young men, our age running with precipitance, in 
to Libertiniſin and Deiſm; an inſtitution by revelation 
from heaven is deſpiſed, and marriage looked upon as 
a reſiraint upon a man's liberty and pizaſures z and, 
without. any juſt cauſe, the ſingle ſlate is preferred: 


1 bave iberefore, for ſome time, thought it might an- 


ſever a valuable end, to compoſe ſomething with reſe- 
rence to this ancient inſtitution, that might ſet the main 
things relating thereto in a proper light ;, and having 
a fair opportunity offered by the marriage of four cou- 
ple in one week, who were to altend at our place of 
worſhip the next Lord's-Day, I could not forbear em- 
bracing it ; and the ſame reaſons that inclined me to 


preach, have alſo induced me to publiſh theſe Diſcourſes z 


and the rather, becauſe though the generality of my 
auditors received them with candor, there were others 
to whom they were far from being acceptable, end who 
thought my time and theirs but unprofitably ſpent. 1 
perceive ſome have jo geod an opinion of themſelves, as 
40 bine they are arrived to David's meaſure of know- 
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edge, "when be ſaid, 1 have more underſtanding 
than all my teachers, P/al. cxix. 99, But ſuch _ 
ſhould ſuffer foois, gladly ſcæing themſelves are ſo wiſe, | 
and be content, that they ſhould receive infirufion that 
are ſenſible they land in need of it. 

"Theſe diſcourſes are now ſubmitted io public cenſure: - 
And 1 will aſſure my readers, that my defien is boneſt 
8 gocd; that I bave endeavour'd to guard againſt 

every thing indecent and ludicrous, not being willing to 
excite a hluſb or a ſmile < But if my deſign be thought 
improper, and if perjous muſt not be adviſed in ſo 
eighty a matter; if miniſters may no! be monitors 10 
their people, and, with ſincere concern, ſtudy their 

emporal, as well as their ſpiritual advantage, I ſee 
no remedy, but perſon muſt go on thoughtleſsly, 1 run 
the hazard of ruin both of ſoul and body; Parents and 
Friends in affairs of this nature, being too often as im- 
prudent and blame-worthy as young perſons themſelves, 
Jam not aware that I have ſaid any thing in theſe 
diſcourſes but what is true, and bas a tendency to ſer- 
viceableneſs 3 and I am well ſatisfied, were the rules 
laid down in the cloſe of them, more obſerved, there 
would not be ſo fer happy matches ; but perſous would 
live more agreeably in that ſlate of life which was de- 
figned of God tobe cur Paradiſe in this world, and not 
our Purgatory, Such as they are, I recommend them 
zo the bleſſing of heaven, and to the candor of the rea- 
aer; and if the preaching or printing of them may be of 
ſervice to prevent the ruin of but one perjon, 1 foal! not 
reckon my !avour loft, 
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GENESIS ii. 18. 


And the Lord God ſaid, It is not good 
that the man ſhould be alone : 1 will 
make him an help meet for bim. 


HE two moſt important Affairs, 
relating to the preſent life, are 
the choice of an employment, and 
the fixing upon a proper perſon to, 
aſſociate with one's ſelf, in the 
AE neareſt and deareſt relation. A 
wiſe or falſe ſtep here, greatly affects our wel- 
fare, even for both worlds; and yer moſt perſons 
are very thoughtleſs in each of them, as though 
they were matters of ſmall concernment; and 
from hence ariſe many of thoſe diſtreſſes and mi- 
ſeries, which are too frequently to be obſerved in 
families. I do not think the caſes mentioned are 
of equal importance; becauſe, as to the choice of 
a buſineſs, there are ſome advantages; as that a 
man has a time of trial before he fixes in huſi- 
neſs; and may afterwards, if he thinks 'proper, 
apply himſelf to another that ſhall be more agree- 


able, But perſons have no ſuch opportunities in 


the caſe of Marriage; various inconveniences 
would attend, nay, the nature of the thing will 
not admit of any thing of that kind, Seeing 


then Marriage is for the life of one of the parties 
| and 
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(6) 
and for the welfare of both of them, and ſeeing ſo 
much depends thereon, perſons can ſcarce be too 
careful that they take chis important ſtept aright, 

This ſubject is not often brought into a pulpit, 
and is thought ſcarce ſerious enough for a Sermon; 
but how great is the miſtake of thoſe that think 
ſo! Were miniſters ſometimes to give proper di- 
rections in this weighty affair, many calamities 

might be eſcaped z and were wiſdom and prudence 
to conduct the choice of young perſons, what bit- / 
ter and iruitlels repentance would be prevented! 5 

I ſhall therefore this day, with the divine aſſi- 
ſtance, apply my ſelf to this ſerious matter, and 
endeavour to treat of it in ſuch a manner, not as 
may excite micth, but diſpoſe perſons to a proper 
thoughtfulneſs and care, whenever they ſhall be 
inclined to pats from the ſingle to the married 
itate. 

What I have to offer, I ſhall lay down under 
the following Obſervations: 


J. That Marriage is a moſt neceſſary inſtilution. 
Neceſſary, confidering the circumſtances in which 
mankind is ſituated, The vecellicy hereof I {hall 
11 evidence in a few particulars, 3S 1 
Ic is neceflary o prevent a world of confuſion, 1 
cohich would infallibly be Tr dre without it, Were 
there no Mariinge. but all were in common, it 
would be the occaſion of perpetual feuds and quar- 
rels: The ſtate of a man would be bad enough, 
the ſtate of a woman worle ; but the condition of 
children worſt of all. Without Marriage we 
ſhould ſoon be brought into circumſtances even 
worſe than thoſe of the brute beaſts. There are too 
many wars and fightings in the world as it is; but 
we ſhould then have many more. It would be no 
hard matter to enlarge on this particular; many 
things migut be mentioned that are not ſo proper 
for 
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for this place, that may eaſily be conceived of; I 
ſhall only hint at one thing, viz. Fathers and chil- 
dren would ſcarce ever know one another, and con- 
ſequently children would be too often left without 


having neceſſary proviſion made for their ſub{t- 


ſtence and welfare; but would be expoſed to a va- 
riety of hardſhips and injuries. And a temporary 
agreement between two, would not much mend 
the matter, while the man might caſt off the wo- 
man when he pleaſes, and the woman deſert the 
man. Univerſal contuſion would infallibly enſue, 
were this inſtitution to be neglected, 

2. Ir is neceſſary for the regular continuance of 
mankind. There was a great difference between 
the Angels and Men in their creation; the An- 
gels, we have reaſon to ſuppoſe, were created to- 
gether z and there was not to be a race of them 
deſcending one from another: But God made man, 
male and female, only a ſingle pair, from whom 
were to ſpring the innumerable multitudes of the 


human race. We are all made of one blood, Acts 


xvii. 26. In heaven indeed they neither marry nor 
are given in marriage, Matt. xxii. 30. becauſe there 
is, in that way, to be no increaſe of the inhabitants 
of that world; but this earth was to be peopled 
by the firſt pair, whom God himſelf married, and 
gave them the command and bleſſing, Gen. i. 28. 
Be fruitful and mulliply, and repleniſh the earth; and 
this bleſing upon Marriage has not been given in 
vain; for God has bleſt his own appointment, 
from the continuance of the world, almoſl ſix 
thouſand years, and to a prodigious increaſe if ic 
could be ſaid by Balaam, Numb. xxiii. 10. Who 
can count the duſt of Jacob, and the number of the 
fourth part of Iſrael? How much more is the ſeed 
of Adam innumerable, which fills ſo great a part 
of this wide world, mpſt of which are deſcended 
according to the inſtitution of Marriage, which has 

I been 


08 J 
been in repute in every nation under heaven? God 
never gave leave, nay, has expreſly forbid any at- 
tempt to add to the number of mankind, ſave in 
the way of Marriage. | 

3. It is neceſſary for the education of children, 
God by the prophet intimates, that a man's ha- 
ving a plurality of wives, would be an hindrance 
with reſpect hereunto, while more wives than 
one would occaſion a conſtant uneaſineſs in a 
man's family; ſo that children would be ſadly 
neglected; and therefore God, when he had zhe re- 
idue of the Spirit, made but one male, and one 
female; and wherefore one? that he might ſeek a 
godly feed. Mal. ii. 15. when a couple marry ac- 
cording to God's appointment, they are to for/ake 
father and mother, and cleave io one another, io live 
together; and living together, the children that 
are born of them, are under their mutual care, 
both ſtanding in the ſame near and dear relation 
of parents to them; Proviſion is made for their 
well-being and doing, as to food, clothing, inſtru- 
ction, correction, Sc. all which would be utter- 
ly, or for the molt part neglected, were it not for 
this wiſe and neceſſary inſtirution. We need no 
other proof of this than experience; for where 
children are born of Parents that were never mar- 
ried, how are they expoſed! what hardſhips do 
they commonly meet with! what little care is ta- 
ken of their education! and ſuch too often prove 
vile and worthleſs perſons ; and were there no 
marriage, this would almoſt conſtantly be the 
caſe. X | 

4. Marriage is neceſſary as the foundation of vari- 
ous relations ; whereby vaſt advantage accrues to 
mankind. By Marriage we are entitled to a 
double ſet of relations; whereas, wi hout it a 
child might, very probably, never be able to 
know any other than its mother; and that rela- 
| tion 
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tion many times is capable of being but of little 
ſervice as to the affairs of this world, How great 
is the pleaſure of converſing with relations that are 
agreeable ! Bebold bow good and peaſant a thing it is 
for brethren to dwell together in unity, Pſal. cxxx11. 1. 
Beſides, how helpful may ſuch be in difficulties, 
both with their counſels, and with their ſubſtance ! 
How many when fallen, have been raiſed up again 


by this means, and freed from che diſtreſſes which 


God's providence, or their own miſtakes and fol- 
lies have brought them into. A perſona by mar- 
riage lays an agreeable foundation for delight in his 
yokefellow and children, and in their mutual rela- 
tions: But there would be no more kindred a- 
mong men than among brutes, were it not for the 
inſtitution of marriage. 

5. Marriage is neceſſary as the bond of ſociety; yea, 
it is the foundation of all human government, both civil 
and eccleſiaſtical. *Tis this that occaſions mens aſſo- 
ciating in houſes and towns, who otherwiſe would 
live in fields and woods, in caves and tents, and be 
more like beaſts of prey than rational creatures z 
but being brought into ſociety by this inſtitution, 
man is better fitted for civil government, the bene- 
fits whereof are great and various, when it is wiſely 


and prudently managed. Chriſtian churches feem 


to be allo from this foundation; for though other- 
wiſe perſons might worſhip God ſolitarily, yer 
without this tye, there would ſcarce be any ſuch 
thing as meeting together for the joint worſhip and 
ſervice of the Almighty. It there be any advan- 
tages to be reaped in Chriſtian churches, any bene- 
fit by civil communities, if it be more deſirable to 


live in a town than a wilderneſs, if there be more 


protection and ſafety in the one than the other, we 
are, in ſome meaſure, obliged to the inſtitution of 
marriage for this, 
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To all the reſt I may add, That trade and com- 
merce ſeem to be, in ſome reſpects, owing to 
this, and all the pleaſures and advantages flowing 
theretrom : For if men in general had no wives 
nor children, nor relations to care for, a very lit- 
tle would ſuffice for a man's own ſupport, and ſo 
trade and commerce would be neglected, and we 
ſhould ſoon ſink into the utmoſt brutality and 
wretcheunels, 


IT. I obſerve farther, Thar Marriage 1s a moſs 
honourable inſtitution: So ſays St. Paul, Heb. xiii. 4. 
Marriage is boneurable in all. And there has been 
abundance of honour put upon it. 

1. By God himſelf. As he inſtituted it, and as he 
bleſſed it | 

The inſtitution was from God. He made man 
male and female, on purpoſe that they might be fit 
for marriage. Angels, who were to have no ſuch 
appointment among them, have no diſtinction of 
ſex, God having created one male and one fe- 
male, married them himſelf; he gave the firſt 
woman away to her hufband ; he appointed the con- 
rinuance hereof in all ſucceeding ages; and accord- 
ingly it has been obſerved in all nations, down te 


the preſent time; and ſurely honour belongs to that 


which God himſelf has inſtituted. 
God alſo ble/ſed this inſtitution. He gave the 
firſt pair their portion, and ſet them up; She gave 
them the bleſſing of fruitfulneſs, Gen. i. 28. God 
bleſſed them, and Jaid, Be fruitful and mulliply, and 
repleniſh the earth, and ſubdue it, and have dominion 
over the ſiſß of the ſea, and over the fowl of the air, 
and over every living thing that moveth upon the earth, 
There have been many thouſands that have expe- 
rienced God's gracious preſence and bleſſing in the 
married ſtate, and have reaſon to be thankful they 
were brought into it. 
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2. It is plain that this ſtate is honourable, be- 
cuſs ic was fit for man in innocence, God would 
never have led him into that which was diſhonour- 
able or unſeemly : It is therefore great folly and 
wickedneſs for the Papiſts, in a very diſagreeable 
manner, and under diſadvantageous terms, to re- 
preſent this ſtate 3 and as if it were ſcarce proper 
for a ſerious perſon to enter into it; but that a ſin- 
gle ſtate is a ſtate of greater perfeCtion : That ve- 
nial ſin is always, and mortal fin commonly com mit- 
red, in that which is, or ought to be, peculiar to 
this ſtate 3 thus would they deter perſons here- 
from, But were things as they repreſent, ſurely 
this would not have been appointed for man in his 
holy, upright, and happy ſtate, as what was agree- 


able thereto: Nay, this ſeems to have been the 


crowning felicity of paradiſe, and of man in inno- 
cence, to have a wife; he could not have enjoy'd 
himſelf, nor have had ſo great a reliſh for the com- 
forts he abounded with, had it not been for ſuch a 
companion. 

3. A marriage was honoured with Chrift*s pre- 
fence, and one of his firſt miracles, And, indeed, 
perſons ſhould earneſtly deſire Chriſt's ſpecial and 
ſpiricual preſence at every marriage, and that 
will urn their water into wine, and make their com- 
forts doubly comfortable. Men are ready to ac- 
count it an honour to have the preſence of great per- 
ſons, much more ſhould men think it an honour, 
if they may obtain the favourable preſence and 
bleſſing of the Lord Jeſus. 

4. Marriage has been always honour'd, and very 
much encouraged by Magiſtrates and civil Gover- 
nor, that have underſtood the true intereſt of the 
ſtate. Among the Jews it was promoted, and the 
ſingle ſtate looked upon as a reproach, Judges 
xi. 37. So it was by the Romans; and a man that 
had been the father of three Children, had ſome 
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ſpecial privileges. It is prodigiouſly impolitic, as 
well as ſhockingly barbarous and wicked, among 


the Papiſts, to have ſuch vaſt numbers of both ſexes 


ſhut up, in what they call religious houſes, and de- 
barred from this honourable ſtate z perſons that 
were prevailed upon to enter into ſuch obligations 
(it is likely) before they knew what they engaged 
in, and now can find no place for repentance, 
though they find ever ſo much reaſon to alter their 
minds. The increaſe of ſubjects, and the multi- 
rude of a people, are the glory of a prince; and 
it is folly in thoſe that diſcourage ſuch increaſe : 
But wife and prudent governors have (generally 
ſpeaking) honoured this inftitution, and promoted 
it; and, indeed, it ought to be encouraged by all 

ſuitable and proper methods. | 
5, This ſtate is honourable, in that God's cove- 
nan is with believers and their jeed, in the way of 
marriage, He that never marries, cannot regu- 
larly have any poſterity,” and conſequently cannot 
carry on the entail of the covenant. A mark of 
diſgrace was put upon a baſe born child under the 
old law, Deut. xxiii. 2. A baſtard ſhall not enter into 
the congregation of the Lord, even to his tenth genera- 
ion. The Godly Seed is carried on by marriage, 
and the entail of the covenant continued; yea, and 
this, though one of the parents be an unbeliever, 
unſanctified, 1 Cor. vii. 14. The unbelieving huſband 
is {anZified by the wife, &c. not ſanctified 7o, as 
lome would wreſt the place, but by or in, d 25 
i; fo that the children are holy, viz. fœde- 
rally. A child born where one parent is a believer, 
is as truly fœderally holy, and has the entail of 
the covenant convey'd to him, as well as if both 
parents were ſanctified. There is very little care 
taken about the dedication or baptiſm of baſe born 
children; and indeed, without the marriage, and 
very parti-ular repentance of the parents, ſuch 
parents 


(13) 
parents have no right to the ordinance of baptiſm 
or their children: But on the other hand, when 
Believers have children born in lawful marriage, 
they may in faith, and with pleaſure, devote them 
to God, according to the tenor of his gracious 


covenant, in the ordinance of baptiſm. What an 


honour is put upon marriage! in that the Cove- 
nant, and the entail of it, goes along with the faith- 
ful marriages of believers, and ſo the church of 


Chriſt is kept up, and the elect are brought into 


the world. | 
6. It is an honour to Marriage, that the gear 
and dear relation God and Chrijt ſtand in to the Church, 
is repreſented by that relation; yea, and the compleat 
glories of the heavenly world are fer forth by the joys 
of a wedding feaſt. For this purpoſe fee Hof. ii. 19, 20. 
1 will betroth thee unto me for ever, &c, Ila. Ixii. 5. 
As the bridegroom rejoiceth over the bride, jo ſhall thy 
God rejoice over thee, Ila. liv. 5. Thy maker is thy 
buſband, Eph. v. 32. This is a great myſtery ; but J 
{pear concerning Chriſt and the Church, And in Rev. 
xxi. 9. the holy Jeruſalem is called the Bride, the 
Lamb's wife, And Rev, xix. 9. *tis ſaid, Bleſſed 
are they which are called to the marriage ſupper of the 
Lamb. And Matt. xxv. 10. we are told, They 
that were ready went in with him to the marriage. 
Now ſuch repreſentations bring an honour to this 
appointment. | 
7. I have reaſon to add, That Marriage muſt 
be honourable ; becauſe in this ſtation perſons may 
more adively glorify God, may be more extenſively uſe- 
ful in the Church and in the world, may be more pub- 
lic bleſſings than in the ſingle ſtare, Unmarried 
perſons, generally ſpeaking, move in a much nar- 
rower ſphere than the others. ?*Tis true, ſingle 
perſons may apply themſelves more cloſely to the 
immediate ſervice of God, and the duties of reli- 
gion. What the Apoſtle ſays, is meſt certainly 


true 
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true in this caſe, 1 Cor. vii. 32, 33, 34. That thoſe 
| <who are unmarried, care for the things of the Lord, to | 
* pleaſe him: Whereas thoſe who are married, have 
| to care for the things of the world, to pleaſe huſband 
or wife, But then God is really glorified in the 
diſcharge of relative duties, as well as in the diſ- 
charge of theſe that more immediately relate to 
| himſelf. Let us ſuppoſe two real Chriſtians com- 

ing together, according to this inſtitution, that 
they be bleſſed with ſeveral children, whom they 
dedicate to God, and train up for God, ſetting 
them a good example, and walking within their 
houſes with perfect Hearts, and ſeeing their chil- 
dren, and, perhaps, their ſervants alſo, walking 
in the truth; though ſuch a couple may not have 
fo much time for meditation, prayer, &c, yet I 
doubt not but God is more glorified in them, 
than if they had continued ſingle, though they 
had apply*d themſelves ever ſo cloſe to devotion 
and the duties of the cloſet. Such are more regard- 
ed in the world ; and when they come to die, are 
more lamented and miſſed than the others, to 
whom neither the world nor the church were near 
fo much beholden : When all theſe things are laid 
together, and duly conſider'd, I hope the truth of 
my ſecond Obſervation will appear with ſatfcient 
evidence, that Marriage is an honourable ſtate, and 
conſequently very deſtirable to be enter*d into, where 
fomething peculiar doth not forbid. 


III. I would obſerve farther, That the married 
ſtate is attended with various Duties, which they 
that enter into it are bound carefully and conſcien- 
tiouſly to diſcharge. New relations muſt certainly 
bring on new obligations. Concerning theſe I 

would obſerve, 
1. That there are a ſet of Duties, the obli- 
gations to perform which, immediately com- 
| mence 
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mence between Huſband and Wife, as ſoon as ever 
the relation it ſelf commences ; even thoſe duties 
which they ſolemnly promiſed in the Marriage 
Vow to perform, and which are moſt ſtrongly 
required in God's word. Theſe are ſo exprefly 
laid down, that it cap be owing only to negligence 
or wilfulneſs, when they are not obſerved. Theſe 
I ſhail give only a ſhort account of, in the words of 
ſcripture, whereby I hope I ſhall run no hazard of 

iving offence. Men are lo love their wives even 
as Chriſt loved the Church; to love them-as themſelves, 
as their own bodies, Eph. v. 25, 28, 29, 33. To love 
them and not be bitter againſt them, Col. iii. 19. To 
dwell with them according to knowledge ;, to give honour 
to the wife, as unto the weaker veſſel ; and to behave 
as heirs of the grace of life, that their prayers be not 
binder d, 1 Pet. iti. 17. To care for thoſe things 
whereby the wife may be pleaſed, 1 Cor. vii. 33. He 
muſt cleave to her, and ber alone, Gen. ii. 24. He 
muſt rejoice with the wife of bis youth. Let ber be 
as the loving bind, and pleaſant roe, let her breaſis ſa- 
tisfy him at all times, and let him be always raviſbd 
with ber love, Prov. v. 18, 19. Whatever duty 
the man promiſed to perform, the ſcripture re- 
quires, and the nature of the relation calls for, he 
muſt not omit, 1 Cor. vii. 3, 4, 5. As to the 
wives, the Word of God ſays ; Y/ives ſubmit your 
ſelves unto your own Huſbands as unto the Lord: For 
the Huſband is the Head of the Wife, even as Chrift 
is the bead of the Church : Therefore as the Church is 
ſubjef unto Chriſt, ſo let the wives be ſubject io their 
own Huſbands in every thing. Let the wife ſee that ſhe 


reverence ber huſband, Eph. v. 22, 23, 24, 25. 


Wives ſubmit your ſelves unto your own huſbands, as 
it is fit in the Lord, Col. iii. 18. Likewij- ye wives, 
be in ſubjeftion 10 your own buſbands, 1 Per. iii. 1. 
Let the woman learn in ſilence, with all ſubjection: 
But I fuffer not a.woman to teach, nor io ujurp autbo- 

| rity 


rity over the man, but to be in ſilence, 1 Tim. ii. 11, 12% - _ 
Whatever duty the woman promiſed. to per- 
form, the ſcripture requires, and the nature of the 
relation calls for, ſne much not dare to refuſe, | 
1 Cor. vii. 3, 4, 5. Vows are ſolemn things, and | 
the Matrimonial Vow is made with peculiar ſo- 
lemniry 3 the Guilt of thoſe perſons that break 
through thoſe vows, cannot be ſmall. And it will 
be no ſuch hard matter to diſcharge the other du- | 
ries, if the main, the primary one be but obſerved, 5 
cven the maintaining a mutual tender love and 
affection for each other; carefully avoiding every | 
thing that may have the leaſt tendency to break in 
upon it. As to theſe duties, they are too com- 
monly neglected on both ſides. In this age of in- 
fidelity and looſeneſs, a man is made the ſubject of 
banter, that manifeſts a great reſpect for his wife, 
'# and has that value for her which he ought, and 
which the ſcripture requires. And as to the Duty 
f Wives to their Huſbands-—— I had rather thoſe 
concerned ſhould think ſeriouſly what I mean, 
than that I ſhould ſpeak it. Theſe duties are en- 
forced by a divine command, which ſhould bear 
ſway in our minds; they fpring naturally and ne- 
ceſſarily from the relation it ſelf ; and when diſ- 
charged aright, it adds much to the happineſs of 
that itate 3 and the neglecting of them, tends to 
fill a family with confuſion. And ſuppoſing one 
negligent in his duty, this will not exempt the 
other, or excuſe her deficiency, no more than 1injthe 
relation of Parents and Children. Indeed the neg- 
ligence or frowardneſs of one, makes the diſcharge 
the more difficult; but then that which was not ſo 
ealy, becomes ſo much the more commendable. 
Ler it be pur as a fcrious queſtion, cloſe to our 
conſciences, Whether it would excuſe at the laſt 
das, when we {hill be called to an account for the 
neglect of ſuch duties, y wife, or my * 
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did not perform his, or her duty, and therefore Þ - 


did not care to do mine? It is eaſy to laugh at 
theſe things now, or turn them off with a ſcorn- 
ful and contemptuous ſmile, but this will not avail 
at the day of judgment. 

2. It is a Duty incumbent upon perſons that 
are enter*d into this relation, that they be prudent, 
careful and diligent to provide for the ſuitable and com- 


fortable maintenance of that family which God has, or 


may give them, This ought to be done in a belie- 
ving dependance on divine providence, whoſe bleſ- 
ſing upon the hand of the diligent it is that maketh 
rich. Much of the felicity of the preſent life de- 
pends on what I am now mentioning. Tis dread- 
ful when two come together, to bring one ano- 
ther to poverty, and all the diſtreſſes that attend 
it. This prudent care and diligence, is principal- 
ly requiſite on the man's ſide 3 though not to ex- 
clude the woman, who is capable of. being a great 
help, or a ſad hindrance to her huſband. Negli- 
gence and ſloth are not fit for ſingle perſons to in- 

dulge themſelves in; but they are more unſuitable 
ſtill, when there are more than one to be provided 
for. Our firſt Parents, the firſt married couple, in 
the midſt of the innocent delights of Paradiſe, were 
to be employ*d in dreſſing that garden wherein they 
were placed ; but fince fin has been brought into 
the world, the neceſſary proviſions for the body 
are much harder to be obtained; and 'tis part of 
that curſe to which man was doomed upon his apo- 


ſtacy, That in the ſweat of his brows be ſhould eat 


bread, Gen, iii. 19. And the Apoſtle is to ſtrict 
as to ſay, That he that will not work, ſhould not 
eat, 2 Theſſ. iti, 10. A numerous family, with 
two trifling indolent perſons at the head of it, af- 
fords but a melancholy ſight; and it one be in- 
clined to diſcharge his or her part faithfully, yer 


it muſt be a great damp to care and diligence, to 
| C find 
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| ( 18) 
find the other loth to put forward in that which 
both nature and Revelation inſiſt upon. The field, 
Prov. xxiv. 30. or the houſe, or the children of the 
Nothful, proclaim and ſhame their owners, and 
evidently manifeſt what ſort of perſons have the 
management there: And be that is ſlothful, is bro- 
ther to him that is a great waſter. Both a man's 
credit and comfort depend upon his diſcharging this 
part of his duty. A perſon may, with great ſa- 
tisfaction, look upon his wife and children, when 
they are neat and clean, and well provided for, by 
God's bleſſing upon his induſtry 3 but to ſee them 
in rags and naſtineſs, muſt grate upon his mind, if 
he be not brutiſh and loſt to all ſenſe of ingenuity, 
Beſide, floth is a fin of omiſſion, that leads to 


ſins of commiſſion : The idle perſon will too of- 


ten prove a drunkard, a gameſter, Sc. and, per- 


haps, run a conſiderable length in vice, before 


he knows where to ſtop; and it may be, at laſt, 
he may be prevailed with to try ſome fatal experi- 
ments to find ſupplies for his ſloth and extrava- 
gance, till he be diſcover'd in his villainy, and then 
fall a victim to the law of his country, and the 
hands ct juſtice rid the world of a cumber- ground, 
a public nuſance. There are few that ſuffer death 
at public executions, but acknowledge that idle- 
neſs and evil Company, were the occaſions of their 
being brought to that fatal place, thar ſhameful 
end. But diligence is commonly attended with 
pleaſing conſequences, as the other is of the re- 


verſe. : 
3, There is a great deal incumbent upon mar- 


ried perſons, with reſpec? to family order and govern- 


ment, 
1. Heads ot families are to keep up their authority, 


and oblige their inferiors to obſerve a due ſub- 
jection; particularly children, who, if they once 
get an head, and become malters, ?tis difficult 
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ever to break them, and make them know their 
place and ſubmit; too many Parents are prodi- 
giouſly to blame as to this; they neglect exerting 
their authority at firſt, while children are young, 
and the children will not let them, or Parents 
have not ſpirit enough for it afterwards, it being 
then much more difficult than 1t was before. As 
children are bound to Honour their parents, and ſer- 
vants their maſters ;. ſo Parents and! Maſters ſhould 
demand this duty, and inſiſt upon the performance 
thereof; and thoſe ſuperiors will be but juſtly pu- 
niſhed with neglect and contempt, who have laid 
the foundation for it in their own conduct. 


2. Heads of families are bound 7o pray for, and 


with their families, God is to be owned and ſerved 
by us in every relation and capacity, and we are 
to glorify him in each. Now how can a man be 
{aid to do this as an head of a family, if God is not 
worſhipped by the family as ſuch ? I ſhould be apr 
to queſtion the ſincerity of that man's profeſſion, 
whole family knows no prayer in it, wherein the 
whole family joins, There ſeems to me to be a 
foundation both in reaſon and ſcripture, to inſiſt 
and lay a great ſtreſs upon the expedience, yea, 
and neceſſity of family worſhip. 

3. Such are bound, according to their power 
and ſkill, 20 inſtru#? thoſe under their care. This 
God knew of Abrabam, that he would do, and 
ſpeaks of it to his honour, Gen. xviii. 19. If it be 
the duty of ſuch to provide for their houſes, and 
ſee that the bodies of thoſe under their care, have 
what is neceſſary and fitting; how much more to 
take care for their immortal part, to labour to im- 
preſs a ſenſe of God, of a Saviour, of Sin and Holi- 
neſs, of their Souls, of Judgment and Eternity, 


upon their young tender minds! and in purſuing. 


this method, you may, perhaps, be the ſpiritual 
parents of your children and ſervants, 
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ment, What will his Authority, his Prayers, or 
his Counſels avail ? Children will be confounded by 
the ill matched medley, and ſervants will be apt 


to turn all into ſport and ridicule. But where a 


man is grave and ſerious, ſober and prudent in his 
family, if his conduct is virtuous and regular, and 
he evidences himſelf to be truly religious, and that 
he has the fear of God before his eyes ; this will 
ſtrengthen his authority, and give weight to his 


countels and inſtructions 3 and when at any time he 


is forced to reprove or coriect (as he muſt ſome- 
times) it will give them double. efficacy and ſyc- 
cels, 


SERMON IL 


IV. I would farther obſerve, That the married 
Rate will be altended with is difficulties, And I 


mould not perform what I have undertaken, if I 


do not faithfully inform you of theſe, And in- 
deed, Le 

1. It is no ſmall difficulty that ſingle perſons are 
under, to make @ Wiſe and proper choice of a companion 
in this relation, That time may be proper and ne- 
ceſlary for one, which is not ſo for another; and 
that perſon may be very ſuitable for one, that is 
the reverſe with relpect unto another. And when 
we conſider how much depends on a wile and pru- 
dent choice, and that there is na changing when 
tis once made, {ſurely here is a difficulty; eſpeci- 
ally in our day, when young Perſons are fo much 
corrupted wilh vice; and if not, yet enticed by plea- 
fare, and expoſed to temptations, that it may be 
laid, There are few women, and fewer men, that 


® % 


Co | i | compa- 


prudent perſon would be willing to admit as a 


P 


4. To the reſt mult be added 4 wiſe and prudent 
example, or the former will be made but a jeſt of. If 
a man be looſe and profane in his perſonal deport- 
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' companion in this relation; I ſay fewer men, for 1 
apprehend the caſe is alter*d ſince Solomon ſaid, 
Eccleſ. vii. 28. One man among a thouſand ; but a wo- 
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man among all theſe have I not found. 


2. It is prodigious difficult to manage aright, 
ohen a Perſon has made a fooliſh choice, was miſtaken 


or negligent, and is unequally yoked. A man or woman 
had need of the patience of 7ob, and the wiſdom of 
Solomon, when the Huſband is unkind, provoking, 


extravagant, falſe, profane, and an hater of that 


which is good: When the wife is untractable, im- 
perious, domineering, felf-willed, abuſive, Sec. 


How hard, in ſuch caſes, is it for the moſt obli- 


ging, tender huſhand, or the moſt meek and pa- 
tient wife, to behave wiſely, and like a Chriſtian ! 
All this may very poſſibly be the caſe, and has too 


often been ſo. 


3. Some of the duties of the married ſtate, in 
ſome caſes, are very difficult to be diſcharged. For in- 


ſtance ; Suppoſe one be a ſcoffer at religion; how 


hard will it be to keep up religion, particularly in 
the family ! How hard to love and behave aright, 
towards one that is unlovely, and will not diſcharge 
the duties of the married ſtate! eſpecially with 
reſpect to children, the uſual conſequent of Mar- 


.riage; how hard to train them up in a proper 


way,'to obſerve their different diſpoſitions, and 
act accordingly ! How hard to keep the due medi- 
um between over fondneſs, mildneſs, and liberty; 
or too much rigour, reſtraint and diſproportioned 
ſeverity ! How hard to maintain a proper temper 


in corrections, and not to ſuffer paſſion or revenge 


to be the ſpring from whence the correction flows! 
How difficult, when children are grown up, and 
prove wicked and obſtinate, to know how to ma- 
nage; when roughneſs rather makes them fly out 


the more, and mildneſs has no proper influence 
upon them, their cempers not being  ingenuous 
A : enough 
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( 22 ) 
enough to be foften'd or mov'd by their friends 
kindneſs ! Ir is alſo perplexing, when children are 
to be diſpoſed of, either as to buſineſs or marriage, 
to know how to act for the beſt. Thus you ſee 
that many of the duties of this ſtate are hard to be 
performed aright. $1 

4. Ir is a difficulty to know bow to manage in a 
family in a time of external diſtreſs. As for inſtance ; 
If trade prove bad —— It very great loſſes are ſu- 
ftain'd —— If there be much fickneſs in the fami- 
ly lf poverty come on like an armed man — 
If times of public diſtreſs, becauſe the Affairs of 
a nation are confuſed, either through inteſtine com- 


motions, or becauſe of a common enemy — If 


rſecution ſhould arile for conſcience fake wo 
And if to theſe, or ſome of theſe, it be added, 
that the family is numerous, and yet the children 
ſmall and incapable of doing any thing conſiderable 
for the aſſiſtance of the family; and, perhaps, the 
wife, or huſband, fickly at the fame time; what 
difficulties are here, which thouſands that ruſh in- 
to that ſtate have never duly conſider'd, nor, per- 


. þ -| 
haps, once thought of! 


g. It is a difficulty to know how to part as be- 
comes Chriſtians, when called to it, We take one 
another till death us do part: So that we are at the 
firſt put in mind, that a parting time muſt come; 
and if there be a ſincere mutual afiection. how 
hard is this! and the more ſo, if much depends 
upon the continuance of a lite ; perhaps the whole, 
or great part of the ſupport of the family depends 
hereon, How fad is it to be left a widow, or fa- 
therleſs, and deſtitute, by one ſtroke ! If the Hul- 
band has been careful, loving, diligent ; if the 
wife has been prudent, tender, obliging, a good 
manager; If children are dutiful and afford an 
agreeable proſpect : But if any of theſe are ſnatch- 
edaway by death, the reſt of the family are con- 

tounded, 
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founded, their hopes are blaſted, their hearts bleed; 
and though they knew they ſhould, yet they 
know not how to ſubmit to the will of the Al- 
mighty. - 

Thus I have endeavour'd briefly and plainly to 
repreſent ſome of the difficulties that the married 
ſtate is ſubject to. There are others that are pecu- 
liar to the ſofter Sex, which are too well known to 
need any particular mentioning, and which ſeem 
to be ſummed up in that ſentence, which God was 
pleaſed to pronounce- againſt he woman, Gen. 
Iii. 16. J will greatly multiply thy ſorrow and thy con- 
ception; in ſorrow theu ſhalt bring forth children, and 
thy deſire ſhall be to thy huſband, and be fhall rule over 
thee ;, and yet there is a gracious and comfortable 
word for ſuch, 1 Tim. ii. 15. She Hall be ſaved in 
child bearing, if they continue in faith and charity, and 
bolineſs, with ſobriety. 

I am apprehenſive that upon this repreſentation 
of the difficulties that attend the married ſtate, an 
objection will be formed againſt it, as if it were 
better not to marry; eſpecially when to theſe ſome of 
the ſentences in 1 Cor. vii. are added, where St. 
Paul ſeems to give the preference to a ſingle life, 
and recommends his own example. 

To which I anſwer : That it is to be owned, 
in time of perſecution and public calamity, it is better, 
if fin can be avoided, and no necelſity lies upon a per- 
ſon, then to continue ſingle; and this I conceive 
was St. Paul's meaning, not to diſcourage marry- 
ing, or to repreſent it as a leſs eligible ſtate in it 
ſelt z but only, as he ſays, ver. 26. for the pre- 


ſent diſtreſs : For, I think, he cannot be ſuppoſed 


co ſlight an inſtitution of God, of ſo much neceſſity 
for the being and well-being of the world : But in 
times of tranquility and public peace, all perſons, 
where nothing particular forbids, ſhould be en- 
couraged, when of a proper age, and a fit oppor- 
2 | tunity 
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tunity offers, to change their condition, for which 
they were made capable. There is no ſtation in lite 
without its difficulties ; but when we conſider what 
has been ſaid of the nece//ity and honourableneſs of the 
nuptial ſtate, and what I am going to add concern- 
ing the agreeablene/s thereof, theſe more than an- 
ſwer for the inconveniences it is liable to. There- 
fore, 


V. I would obſerve once more, that the married 


Rate is the moſt agreeabie in it ſelf that a perſon can 


be in, in this world. This I ſhall make appear 
from ſeveral particulars : 


1. Let it be conſider'd, that man's outward hap. 


Pineſß, even in paradiſe, was not compleat till God bad 


made him an help meet for him, Man might have had 
pleaſure enough in the Adoration and contempla- 


tion of his God and Creator; there wanted nothing 


to make up his felicity as to ſpirituals ; But there 
was a conliderable deficiency, as to his happineſs 
in this world, The Brutes could afford him no ſo- 
ciety 3 the Angels were too much above him, 
to afford ſtared and familiar converſe 3 if God 
had made another man, that would have been 
company for him, but not have anſwered the ends 
that were to be anſwered, nor been ſo agreeable as 


the companion God did provide for him. Adam 


was to be the Head of a whole race, which was to 
deſcend from him: It was neceſſary therefore he 
ſhould have a companion of the /ame nature, but of 
a. different ſex from himſelf, in order to have that 
deſign accompliſhed. Paradiſe would have been 
a wilderneſs, and the moſt delightful ſpot in the 
worli, a defart, without Eve. The woods, the 
groves, the walks, the proſpects, the flowers, the 
fruits, the day, the night, all would have wanted 
a reliſh, without ſuch a companion: When there- 
fore God had created a fair and lovely mate for 
him, 


(25) 
him, and brought her to him, this crowned his 
felicity: Who can conceive the vaſt tranſport, 
when he beheld her pleaſing charms, when he 
obſerved that ſoft and ſweet majeſty that ſhone in 
her countenance, when he converſed with her as 
another rational creature, endued with a living 
ſoul, and the powers of an immortal ſpirit, as well 
as himſelf; and above all, when God ſaid, This be 
thine, I give her to thee; With what gratitude, 
what love, what unutterable extaſy of mind did he 
receive the lovely bleſſing from the hands of his kind 
Creator 

That muſt ſurely be a moſt agreeable ſtate, that 
was ſo fit for man even in innocence. 

But perhaps it may be ſaid; True, the ſtate 
might be very agreeable when man was in inno- 
cence, and the world in its perfection: But how 
much is the caſe alter'd now ! I ſhall therefore, in 
order to ſhow that *tis the moſt agreeable ſtate in 
it ſelf, even now, offer farther to your conſide- 
ration. 

2. No perſon is rightly ſettled till brought into this ſtate. 
A ſingle perſon is in a very unſettled ſtate z per- 
haps every now and then there is ſome proſpect or 
propoſal of a change; which being of ſuch impor- 
rance, muſt unhinge the mind, and render a perſon 
leſs fit for his buſineſs; but when married, this 
perplexity is over. A man cannot engage in his 
worldly affairs with near that reliſh while by him- 
ſelf; he cannot have near that ſatisfaction in his 


houſe, at his table, by his fire-ſide, in his viſits, 


in his journies, and elſewhere, while alone; ſo that 
all is unſettled ; but when ſuitably married, how 
happy an alteration is there. And as for the 
other ſax, while ſingle, the cate is not better 
with them ; while they have neither Father nor 
Huſband, they are much expoſed, and in great 
danger of oppreſſion 155 fraud. Thus neither ſex 
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is ſettled, and conſequently cannot be ſo comfort- 
able while they continue in a ſingle ſtate, Beſides, 
a ſingle ſtate is very commonly a ſtate of ſubjection 
to Parents; a married ſtate has greater liberty, 
perſons then being their own Maſters and Miſtreſ- 
fes; and how ſweet and agreeable is liberty! 

3. This ſtate is very deſirable; becauſe in it 
Friendſhip, Society and Love, are beighten*d to the 


greateſt perfection they are capable of in this world. 


The rational creature was formed for ſociety, and 
cannot be happy without it; but what ſociety is 
comparable to this | Friendſhip has led perſons to 
do and ſuffer great things; but Love has done 
greater, Otall the Aﬀections the mind is capable of, 
the molt pleaſing is this of Love; where both the 
Object and the Manner are proper: And that 
which will ferve to evidence this is, that Love in 
1's higheſt perfection, reigns in Heaven; Heaven 
is the world of Love; there is nothing but love, 
and what is entirely conſiſtent with it, and ſuitable 
to it in thoſe bliſsful and glorious regions: And if 
this affection be ſo excellent, that ſtate which ad- 
vances it the higheſt in this world, muſt be very de- 
hcable, 

4. The bleſſing of Children, moſt commonly, is conſe- 
quent upon the entring into this ſtate, And this is in 
it felt a very deſirable thing; though Children, 
like all other woridly comforts, may become great 
perplexities; and there is ſufficient reaſon to be 
contented when providence fees fit to withhold 
them. The Jews looked upon children as very 
great bleſſings 3 and there are many ſtrong expret- 
ſions which the Pſalmiſt uſes with reference here- 
unto, in the cxxviith and cxxviiith Palms. And 
to be ſure, when children prove towardly and 
hopeful, and are like ro prove ornamental, and of 
ſer vice in the church and in the world, it muſt be 


very pleaſing to be ſurrounded with ſuch. Children 


are 
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are parts of their Parents, and the ſtrong working 
of Parents affections towards them can ſcarce be 
conceived, but by thoſe who have had.them. And, 
indeed, as I obſerved before, the regular produ- 
Etion of children was the great reaſon why Marriage 


was ordained. 
5. This ſtate is very agreeable ; becauſe 1he 


Cares are divided, and the pleaſures doubled. 

The Cares are divided, A weight born between 
two, is lighter by one half than when ſupported by 
one only, Cares and difficulties mult be expected ; 
and it would be fooliſh and vain to hope for an ex- 
emption from them : Bur to have a prudent part- 
ner to unboſom ones ſelf to, to acquaint with ones 
grievances, to have ſuch an one to ſympathize 
with one, and ſhew compaſſion, to lend a friend- 
ly aſſiſtance in diſorders; How does this leſſen 
the fatigue, and mitigate our grief in various in- 
ſtances ! | 
But, on the other hand, the pleaſures are in- 
creaſed, yea, doubled; whatever happineſs the 
one 1s bleſſed with, the other ſhares, and, per- 
haps, equally partakes therein ; nay, the mutual 
joy increaſes the joy; if the ſame bleſſing be 
vouchſafed to a ſingle and a married perſon, the 
latter muſt experience a greater ſatisfaction, be- 
cauſe he has a partner to ſhare with him therein. 
To cloſe this Head; They may, and ſhould 
mutually counſel] and help each other, both in 
Ipiritual and outward concerns; advice is what we 
often want : Married perſons that have made that 
choice prudently, have ſtatedly one at hand to be 
a kind monitor and counſellor to the other. Upon 
the whole, I cannot forbear cry ing out, with plea- 
lure, with the ingenious Dr. Watts ; 


O Meſt Connubial State 
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I, ſhall conclude with ſome advices, with reference 
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to entring into this ſtate, and alſo as to proper be- 
haviour afterwards, that fo the ſtate may prove 
agreeable, and not unhappy. 

(1.) I would lay down ſome rules to be obſerved 
when perſons are entertaining thoughts of changing 
the ſingle for the married ſtare. | 

[I.] Let not an affair of ſuch a nature be engaged 
in with rafhneſs and inconfiderateneſs. Strange! that 
perſons ſhould exerciſe prudence and thoughtfulneſs 
enough in affairs that are not of near ſo much im- 
portance, and yet venture as heedlefly here, as if 
marriage were to Jaſt only for a Month or Year ! 
O unhappy ſtate of fallen man, who will be care- 
ful about trifles, and raſh in matters of the greateſt 
concern ! 

2.] Pray with great importunity for the divine di- 
rection and bleſſing. It is no ſmall mercy that we 
may recommend our ſelves to God, and have rea- 
ſon to hope that he will interpoſe on our behalf 
by his providence, and order all things to work for 
our good. If God be not conſulted, if his bleſſing 
be not aſk'd, can you expect what you undertake 
ſhould prove comfortable? And when you have 
recommended the Affair to God, carefully oblerve 
every intimation of providence, to ſee whether it 
be favourable or averſe; where providence, leads 
we way fately and comfortably follow; but when 
we do as it were force providence, we muſt ex- 
pect to be introduced to a ſcene of woe, to laſt not 
for an hour only, but for a life; if we, following 
providence, ſhould be unhappy, yet we may be 
ſopported by this conſideration, that we proceeded 
rightly 3 but when we can, and muſt blame our 
ſclves, this throws an increaſed load of grief upon 
us. x 

[3-] Let Reaſon and Religion influence your choice, 
ana not a blind paſſion, much leſs a vile luſt. Mar- 

riage 
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riage is too honourable a ſtate to be proſtituſed to 


folly and carnality ; and it will be no wonder if that 
iſſues uncomfortably, which began in folly ; that 
that entails miſery which began in fin. Both reaſon 
and religion will caution you againſt being unequal- 
ly yoked ; which though it may be conſider'd as to 
Years and Circumſtances, yet 1s principaliy to be 


obſerved as to differences with reſpec? lo religious mat- 


ters, Be ſure chooſe nor one that has his or her 
religion to chooſe, being, at preſent indifferent 
thereto 3 much leſs one that is apparently wicked, 
and a direct enemy to God and Holineſs. We 
ſhould not make thoſe our boſom friends that are 
open enemies to Chriſt. Chooſe not one that will 
not ſet up, or be pleaſed with the ſetting up the 
worſhip of God in the family : And, generally ſpeak- 
ing, *tis not proper to make choice of one of a diffe- 
rent profeſſion in religion; for this roo commonly 
lays a foundation for uneaſineſs, eſpecially as to the 
baptizing and educating children; many domeſtic 
evils have had their original from ſuch an unhap- 
Py ſtep as this. A perſon of the ſame profeſſion, and 
zruly religious, is the fitteſt for an Huſband or Wife, 
though there ſhould be /me diſproportion in Tears 
or Circumſtances. The putting out of children Ao- 
prentices, and the marrying of Children into ungodly fa- 
milies, has been the ruin of religion, and has been 
a principal Occaſion of the weakening that intereſt, 
which we, as Diſſenters, would have maintained 
and kept up. 

[4.] Let wiſe and prudent friends be conſulted, 
eſpecially Parents, to whom God and Nature, and 
the Laws, have given an extenſive power over 
children. If a marriage be founded in neglect, 
contempt, and rebellion, every forrow that ſhall 
attend it, will come with a double weight, and 
make the load of affliction to be prodigiouſly in- 


creaſed upon the unhappy couple. Paren's have 


genes 
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* generally (if not always) a negative voice; but 


neither God nor Nature, neither Religion nor 
Reaſon, have given them an abſolute power over 
their children to compel them to comply with a 
propoſal of this nature, contrary to their own in- 
clinations; and 'tis moſt vile, when Parents arbi- 
trarily hinder their childrens marrying when they 
have no ſolid objection; but rather give perſons 
ground to ſuſpect they are ſordidly fond of their 
money, and loth to part with it, though for their 
childrens happineſs. Such Parents are unworthy 
the name, and almoſt forfeit that regard which 
otherwile is their due. 

[5.] Propole to your ſelves regular and Chriſtian 
ends in marrying. The fatal ſnare which too many 
are caught in to their utter undoing, is marrying for 
weallh and graudeur: Perſons ſeriouſly brought up, 
Parents and children ſeιν great things, Jer. xlv. 5. 
in defiance of vaſt multitudes of texts of Scripture, 
which repreſent the dangers of wealth, and temp- 
tations of abundance, We believe the ſcripture in 
the general, but how few believe practically, that 
the love of money is the root of all evil? 1 Tim. vi. 10. 
One would think by the conduct of too many, 


even of profeſſors, that Money is the ſpring and 


fountain of ail good; or, that they were Papiſts, 
and imag ned that Money could buy them pardon, 
righteouſneſs, acceptance with God, freedom 
from hell, and admiſſion to heaven, What baſe 
Souls have they who ruin their children, or them- 
ſelves for vile traſh ! | 


Sordid Souls of earthly mould, 
Allur*d by kindred charms of Gold ! 
Dr. Watts. 


I ſhall! nat wonder at, nor ſhall ſcarce ever know 
how to pity the miſery of thoſe who marrying for 
2 Wealth, 
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wealth, are made wretched. I think the Caſe ot 
ſuch is not vaſtly different from thoſe who proſt i- 
tute themſelves ; the one docs it for a ſhort ſeaſon, 
contrary to the inſtitution ; the other under colour 
of the inſtitution, does it for life. We juſtly de- 
ſpiſe and condemn the common woman that lets 
her ſelf for money for a night; but ſhall we ad- 
mire and commend the young lady, that ſells her- 
ſelf for money for lite, as if the large jointure was 
reaſon ſufficient for her giving up the poſſeſſion of 
her ſelf to one that values her but little, nor ſhe 
him; one, perhaps, who has little to recommend 
him beſides his wealth. Tis alſo to the full, as 
baſe, to take the woman meerly or chiefly for the 
ſake of her portion; when, at the ſame time, could 
he have the money without the woman, he would 
gladly be rid of the incumbrance. Barbarous Pa- 
rents! that promote their Childrens marrying with 
ſuch views, and unworthy the relation and name ! 
Sottiſh Children! that ſo diſpoſe of themſelves, 
ſelling themſelves, and buying Miſery with the 
money! This, and every other improper end in 
marrying, ſhould be carefully avoided; for a 

wrong end propoſed, in an act that is in it ſelf ever 
ſo good, ſpoils it, and makes it evil. 

It it ſhould be aſked, When are our ends right ? 
or, What ſhould we propole to our ſelves? 
Anſwer. 

1. Let perſons marry in the Lord, and with a view 
to promote his glory, 1 Cor. vii. 39. This, this is 
the molt noble end that can be propoſed, and this 
end ſhould be propoſed and purſued by us in eve- 
ry action of life; but more elpecially in this which 
is of ſo great importance. 

2. Let Perſons have it in their view, to promote 
their trueſt intereſt, really to mend themſelves. I 
do not mean their temporal intereſt, though that 

may be regarded ſubordinately; but priacipally 
Be and 
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and primarily their ſpiritual intereſt, the good of | 
their immortal part, their uſefulneſs, their holi- * 
nels, and their meetneſs for the eternal world; | 
in which world wealth and greatneſs will go for no- 
hing. 

{6.] Reſolve never upon any motives whatever, 
to take a perſon into that relation, that you cannot 
lode or live comfortably with, Let ſuch be choſe, as 
there is a probability (for a certainty there cannot | 
be) that you may ſpend your lives eaſily and hap- 
pily with. Unleſs Love make the match, you will 
ſoon wiſh it unmade: Forced matches, or matches 
made with reluctance on either fide, What is like 
to come of them but fruitleſs ſorrow, and too late 
repentance ? | 

Thus I have laid down ſome rules to be obſerved 
by ſingle Perſons, as to the changing their Condi- 
tion; which, if they follow, they will be, very A 
probably, happy in a married ſtate. 

(2.) I ſhall cloſe with offering my advice to thoſe 
that are married, whether they have formerly, or 
more lately, come into that relation. 

{1.] Such, from the firſt, ſhould begin with God, 
and conjecrate all to him, and to his Service. Dedi- 
cate your ſelf, your huſband, your wife, your | 
houſe, your buſineſs, your ſubitance, your all, to 
God. I ſuppoſe it was with a view to ſomewhat of 
this nature, that the Church of Exgland hath this 
rubric at the end of the Office of Matrimony : I ts 
convenient that the new married perſons receive the holy 
communion at the time of their marriage, or at the firſt 
Opportunity after their marriage. 

[2.] Have a care of anger, paſſion, and bot words ; 
avoid every thing that may have a tendency 10 break 
in upen your affection, eſpecially at firſt. Married 
perſons ſhould have this ſentence, as it were, writ- 
ren in great Letters in every room in their houſe, 
BEAR and FORBEAR, Remember TI 
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Solomon ſays, Prov. xvii. 14. The beginning of Arie; is 
like the letting forth of water; therefore leave off con- 
tention before it be meddled with, 

[3.] Let your Affection towards each other, 
be growing and increaſing daily, and turn as much of 
it as poſſible, into a ſpiritual channel, It you truly 
love, you will do what you can for each others 
temporal good, for the welfare of the body; but 
remember, the ſoul is the principal part; you are 
to be helps meet for each other in all reſpects. 
Marriage, *tis true, has its yoke, and a very un- 
_ Pleaſant and diſagreeable one it will be, if one draws 

one way, ard the other another; but when both 
draw equably the fame way, all things will be like 
to go on with mutual ſatisfaction, Married per- 
ſons generally make their own woe or happinels..- 
I would particularly intreat you to watch for each 
others ſouls ;, ſee 1 Pet. iii. 1, 7. What knoweſt thou, 
O man, but thou mayſt gain thy wife? or thou wife, 
but thou mayſt gain toy buſLand? 1 Cor. vii. 16. In 
ſhort, bear in mind the duties of the married ſtate 
before mention'd, and reſolve to pertorm them 
faichfully : Whatever you ſolemnly promiſed when 
you married, and whatever duties naturally reſult 
from the relation it ſelf, dare not to withhold or 
deny, but conſcientiouſly fulfil them. 

[4.] Let thoſe of us that are happy in this rela- 
tion, ſincerely bleſs God for it. When we look 
around us, we may ſee many that are unhappy 3 
but if a kind providence has directed any of us 
to an obliging huſband, an affectionate wife, can 


we be too thankful for one of the greateſt outward 


bleſſings? And let us not have the vanity to give 
Praiſe to our ſelves, to our own care an] prudence, 
when the honour is due to God's Providence. 

[5:] Let thoſe who are uncomfortably married, 
and have reaſon to blame themſelves, take the 
blame which belongs to them, Let fuch repent 
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ef their fault and folly before God, but now make 
the beſt of it. You ſhould have been wiſer; your 
after wit is too late: It is now your duty to pray for 
the ſanctification of your Affliction, and to im- 
prove it to ſpiritual purpoſes, 

Laſily, Let not che uſual difficulties that attend 
the Ned ſtate diſcontent you, and make you 
uneaſy, No perſon can reaſonably expect any 
ſtate on earth, in which every thing ſhall be agree- {1 
able: But ſec the comforts over againſt the trou- 43 
bles, bear the latter patiently, and be thankful for 
the former; and remember, 'tis the heavenly 
world alone, where there ſhall be all joy and no ſor- 7 
row; in which world hey neither marry, nor are gi- 2 
ven in marriage; but are like the Angels of God, com- 4 
pleatly holy and compleatly happy : To which 
world may we be brought, through Chriſt, when 
grace has made us meet for it. Amen, 
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